3 TIME GRAMMY AWARD WINNER "KILLER MIKE" ARRESTED AT THE CRYPTO
ARENA

KILLER MIKE WAS ESCORTED OUT OF THE 2024 GRAMMYS IN HANDCUFFS ON SUNDAY, HOURS AFTER WINNING THREE AWARDS IN THE PRE-SHOW TELECAST.
THE ATLANTA RAPPER, 48, WAS SEEN BEING DETAINED BY AUTHORITIES IN VIDEO CAPTURED BY THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER WRITER CHRIS GARDNER AND
SHARED ON TWITTER (NOW KNOWN AS X). AS KILLER MIKE WAS WALKING OUT OF THE CRYPT0.COM ARENA IN LOS ANGELES, AN ONLOOKER COULD BE HEARD
IN THE VIDEQ SAYING "FREE MIKE."

IT1S UNCLEAR IF KILLER MIKE, WHOSE REAL NAME IS MICHAEL RENDER, HAS BEEN BOOKED OR CHARGED. TMZ REPORTED THAT THE INCIDENT OCCURRED
AFTER AN "ALLEGED PHYSICAL CONFRONTATION. GARDNER REPORTED THAT A POLICE OFFICIAL SAID THE MUSIC MAKER MAY BE "RELEASED LATER FROM THE
ARENA." PEOPLE REACHED OUT TO THE RAPPER'S REPRESENTATIVE FOR COMMENT.

A PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER FROM THE LOS ANGELES POLICE DEPARTMENT WOULD NOT CONFIRM KILLER MIKE'S IDENTITY BUT TOLD PEOPLE THAT JUST
AFTER 4 P.M., AMALE WAS DETAINED FOR HIS INVOLVEMENT IN A PHYSICAL ALTERCATION. "AT THIS TIME THE INDIVIDUAL IS BEING QUESTIONED BY THE POLICE
AND THE INVESTIGATION IS ONGOING," THE REPRESENTATIVE SAID. KILLER MIKE HAS BEEN IN THE INDUSTRY FOR OVER TWO DECADES, AFTER MAKING HIS
RECORDING DEBUT ON OUTKAST'S 2000 ALBUM STANKONIA. ON SUNDAY, HE NEARLY SWEPT ALL FOUR RAP CATEGORIES, WINNING THREE AWARDS — BEST RAP
SONG AND BEST RAP PERFORMANCE FOR "SCIENTIST & ENGINEERS," AND BEST RAP ALBUM FOR MICHAEL.

“IT FEELS ABSOLUTELY GRAND,” HE TOLD THE PRESS AFTER HIS WIN. “IF IT FEELS LIKE SOME PEOPLE ARE REACHING THE FINISH LINE FIRST, DON'T WORRY. JUST
KEEP RUNNING YOUR RACE. THE ONLY THING STOPPING YOU IS YOUR IMAGINATION. IT’S OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO BE GRAND IN EVERY ACTION.” WHILE SPEAKING
T0GQ IN DECEMBER, KILLER MIKE SPOKE CANDIDLY ABOUT THE "ATTACKS" THAT ARE FACING HIP-HOP.

"WELL HIP-HOP IS LOW-HANGING FRUIT. IT"S VERY EASY TO CRITICIZE. SO WHEN I SAY ATTACK, | MEAN IT'S BEING UNDER-APPRECIATED,
EVEN BY THOSE WHO ARE MY AGE WHO WERE THERE AS IT GREW," HE SAID. "WE TAKE IT FOR GRANTED. WE DON'T HOLD IT IN ITS HIGHEST
REGARD. WE TALK DOWN ON IT INSTEAD OF UNDERSTANDING IT'S GOING TO GROW, MAYBE, INTO SOMETHING WE DON'T RECOGNIZE." "
THINK HIP-HOP IS LOW-HANGING FRUIT FOR PEOPLE WHO HOLD OR ASPIRE TOWARDS SOME TYPE OF LEADERSHIP POSITION BECAUSE IT'S
MUCH EASIER TO TRY TO HOLD A RAPPER ACCOUNTABLE FOR THE SOILS OF SOCIETY THAN TO SAY OUR EDUCATIONAL SCHOOL SYSTEM IS
BROKEN, BUT WE DON'T KNOW HOW TO FIX IT," CONTINUED THE ATLANTA-BORN ARTIST.



THE RAPPER HAS ALSO SERVED AS AN ACTIVIST FOR HIS COMMUNITY. WHEN RIOTS BEGAN TO EMERGE FOLLOWING THE KILLING OF GEORGE
FLOYD, HE GAVE A TEARFUL ADDRESS URGING RIOTERS TO NOT DESTROY THEIR OWN CITY IN MAY 2020. "IT IS YOUR DUTY TO FORTIFY
YOUR OWN HOUSE, SO THAT YOU MAY BE A HOUSE OF REFUGE IN TIMES OF ORGANIZATION. AND NOW IS THE TIME TO PLOT, PLAN,
STRATEGIZE, ORGANIZE, AND MOBILIZE. IT IS TIME TO BEAT UP PROSECUTORS YOU DON'T LIKE AT THE VOTING BOOTH. IT IS TIME TO HOLD
MAYORAL OFFICES ACCOUNTABLE, CHIEFS AND DEPUTY CHIEFS. ATLANTA IS NOT PERFECT, BUT WE'RE A LOT BETTER THAN WE EVER WERE,
AND WERE A LOT BETTER THAN CITIES ARE," HE SAID.
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